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Authorising repott > establi *hed by this International Preliminary Examining 

Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. g 

This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. O < sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 

T^SSS^SSSS^ 0 ^" authorized by ftis Authority (see Rule 7016 md Section 607 of * e 

^ J^"2? C 5- SU ? erSCd - ^ lie - r SheetS * but Whi0h mis Au *ority considers contain an amendment that goes 
SuiX!entelBo 0 x SUre " mternat,onal a PP lic *i°n as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 

b. □ (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

readable form nniv a . m Ai,^A ■ «. c contamin e , a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 
T^£SSAS£S^ " ^ Supplemental Box Relatil * » Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



□ 
□ 
□ 



Box No. I 
Box No. II 
Box No. Ill 
Box No. IV 
Box No. V 

Box No. VI 
Box No. VII 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

St^ ned S * atem ? nt u ? der ****** 35 < 2 > with re ^ to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 



□ 

[jj Box No. Vni Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
Box No. I Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/0 16614 



1 * S£^^ iS based ° n the intemational appIication in * e Ian ^ e in which » was *™> 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: ess 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ 

international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2 ' SS2S2^!r e ^ 0f the international aPPl^on. this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
^a^nTa^eTt^pJl * *** " "* * * ** " m »*«**b* 

|^| The international application as originally filed/furnished 
I | the description: 



pages 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages * received by this Authority on 

pages * — received by this Authority on 

|~| the claims: 
pages 

m , as originally filed/furnished 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



pages 1 



pages * _____ received by this Authority on 

pages * received by this Authority on 

I I the drawings: 



pages 



pages * _ received by this Authority on 

pages * received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3-D 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

□ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
Se 70 \2{c^ haVC beCn COnSidCred t0 g ° beyond discIosure as Me*> ^ indicated in the Supplemental Box 

I I the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

[~| the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): , 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP03/16614 


Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 Statement 

Novelty (N) ... 


Claims 


4-6 




YES 




Claims 


1-3 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


4-6 




YES 




Claims 


1-3 




NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-6 




YES 




Claims 






NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 2001-303186, A (Nippon Steel Corp.), 31 October, 2001 
& EP, 1201780, Al & JP, 2001-303187, A 
& KR, 2022639, A & US, 6589369, B2 
&WO, 01/81640, Al 

Claims 1-3 

The inventions described in claims 1-3 do not appear to be novel based on document 1 cited in 
the ISR. The inventions described in claims 1-3 are disclosed in document 1 (claims, or examples). 

Claims 4-6 

Because the inventions relating to claims 4-6 are not disclosed in any of the documents cited in 
the ISR, they appear to be novel. In particular, none of the documents discloses a production method 
for a hot-rolled high strength steel sheet; nor can this point be easily conceived of by a party skilled in 
the art based on the cited documents. 
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Box No. VI Certain documents cited 



International application No. 

PCT/JP03/16614 



1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 



Application No. 
Patent No. 



JP 2003-342684 A 

[PX] 
JP 2004-27249 A 

[EX] 



Publication date 

(day/month/year) 



2003.12.03 



2004.01.29 



Filing date 
(day/month/year) 



2002.05.23 



Priority date (valid claim) 

(day/month/year) 



2002.06.21 



I 2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 

Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 



Date of written disclosure 
referring to non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 
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